utive patients with active PVE whose illness was deemed of such severity that they required admission to the ICU.
Methods
The 122 studied patients were all admitted to our ICU, whereas during the same time period, other patients not as ill were admit¬ ted to the wards.
Definitions
Case definitions were based on published criteria:3,12 PVE was diagnosed if at least two of the following criteria were met: (1) clinical signs consistent with infective endocarditis (two or more of the following: fever, new or changing heart murmur, presence of petechiae, Roth spots, Janeway lesions, or Osier nodes, unexplained emboli, splenomegaly); (2) (12) 25 (20) 13 (10) 11 (9) 4 (3) 3 (2) (16) Neurologic complications 21 (17) 12 (10) 33 (27) Nonneurologic emboli 13(11) 29 (24) 42 (35) Septic shock 13 (11) 3 (2) 16 (13) exclusive. Heart Young for assistance in the preparation of the manuscript. 
